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providing! an envelope into which an artefact is received; 

sucking aii from an open end of said envelope to cause a 
transfer support\to adhere to said artefact; and 

heating said tertefac*<and said transfer support to transfer a 
pattern from said.tW^sfer support to said artefact; 

wherein said st&xf of providing said envelope comprises forming 
said envelope from sa\& transfer support so that said open end is 
defined by edge portion^ of said transfer support, 

36. A process, comprising: 

covering an artefact rating on a work bench with a transfer 
support; 

sucking air between said transfer support and said work bench 
to cause said transfer support to adhere to said artefact; and 

heating said artefact and said transfer support to transfer a 
pattern from said transfer support \^ said artefact; 

wherein said step of covering comprises laying said transfer 

. \ 



Received from < 15163659805 > at 12/16102 7:09:15 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



DEC-16-2002 21:20 



COLLARD&ROE 



15163659805 P. 05 



support over said artefact and along selected portions of the 
periphery thereof and said\step of sucking air occurs through a 
plurality of holes of said Vork bench so as to cause said transfer 
support to adhere to said wo*k bench at least at said selected 
portions - 




37. The process according^ 
support comprises a first sheet 1 
second sheet placed under said aj 



to slaim 35, wherein said transfer 
aced abcwre said artefact and a 



38. The process according to J^aim 36, wherein said transfer 
support comprises a sheet which is placed above said artefact. 

39. The process according to claim \36, wherein, during said 
step of covering, said work bench is kept Y n a substantially 
stationary position. 



40. The process according to claim 35 , farther comprising the 
step of removing said transfer support from sai)^ artefact after 
handling and/or installing said artefact. 



41. The process according to claim 36, further comprising the 
step of removing said transfer support from said artefact after 
handling and/or installing said artefact. 
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42. The process according to claim 35, wherein said transfer 
support is made from gas-tight thtermof ormable plastic material. 

43. The process according to\claim 36, wherein said transfer 
support is made from gas-tight thereof g^iable plastic material. 



\ 



44. The process according 
thermoformable plastic material it 



cl^im >2, wherein said gas-tight 
fvinyl alcohol. 



1? 



45. The process according to cl^ir^ 43, wherein said gas-tight 
thermof ormable plastic material is polyvinyl alcohol, 

46* The process according to claim 42, wherein, after said 
step of sucking air, the process further comprises the step of 
submitting said artefact and said transfer support to a first 
intermediate heating action at a temperature ^t which said transfer 
support is thermof ormed „ 



47, The process according to claim 35 , wher ein said step of 
heating occurs at temperatures between 2Q0°C and e30°C. 



48. The process according to claim 36, wherein said step of 
heating occurs at temperatures between 200°C and 23jO°C. 
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49. The process according to claim 35, wherein said step of 
heating lasts between 30 seconds and 30 minutes. 



\ 



50. The process according \to claim 36, wherein said step of 
heating lasts between 30 seconds\a*ra 30 minutes > 

51. An apparatus r comprilBinc 
enclosing means for enclosing kn artefact into an envelope; 



sucking means for sucking air frpm an open end of said 
envelope to cause a transfer support to adhere to said artefact; 
and 



heating means for heating said artefact and said transfer 
support to transfer a pattern from said transfer support to said 
artefact; 

wherein said enclosing means comprises forming means arranged 
for forming saxd envelope from said transfer Wpport so that said 
open end is defined by edge portions of said transfer support. 

52. An apparatus, comprising: 
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covering means fpr covering an artefact resting on a work 
bench with a transfer! support; 

sucking means forlsucking air between said transfer support 
and said work bench to \au$fSsaid transfer support to adhere to 
said artefact; and 

heating means for Viewing said artefact and said transfer 
support to transfer a pattern from said transfer support to said 
artefact; 

wherein said covering means comprises laying means arranged 
for laying said transfer suppoVt over said artefact and along 
selected portions of the periphery thereof and said work bench is 
provided with a plurality of ho]tes through which said air can be 
sucked so as to cause said transjner support to adhere to said work 
bench at least at said selected portions. — 

REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this patent application is respectfully 
requested in view of the foregoing amendments and the following 
remarks . 

(1) The Examiner has rejected claims 12 and 20 under 35 U.S.C. 
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